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of trench warfare belongs to yesterday. We are ready for
the new methods: from the German standpoint war no
longer presents insoluble problems* Assuming, of course,
that we are given time to accumulate the needed armament.5*

"So you and your colleagues are bent on war/5 I replied.
"That was what I was getting at.95

"No, no/* said W.5 laughing, "it's not so simple as all
that. We are just experts, experts reporting professionally on
the things within our competence. And as a professional
man I can at all events say we know our job. Whether we
are to be allowed to use a chance to prove it is another
question. That is for you political gentlemen to decide."

"If I have rightly understood General LudendorfFs
theory," I replied, "the decision lies rather with the
* Generalissimo9. Is not politics just the prolongation of the
totalitarian plan of the General Staff into the sector of civil
life?"

My friend felt that that was going rather too far. "But,"
he admitted, "from the professional standpoint I could not
conceive a better moment than the present for the resump-
tion of the suspended hostilities. That is the general view
in our circles, and it may be that the knowledge of this has
an influence on political developments."

But that, I urged, was as good as saying that all this
drama of the "national rising" had been staged merely in
order to come into possession of the technical means for
assuring a future military superiority* "Thus we are being
pushed into war because the solution has now been found
for military problems that twenty years ago seemed
insoluble!"

"Let's keep off these tremendous generalizations,"
protested W. a Httl6 impatiently* "In any case, we can
never expect such an opportunity again. We have the
advantage today over the military leaders in every General
Staff in the world. We have learned by experience, and
we" are in a position to make such use of the ne\y technical
resources, which the others have left untouched, that we can
get something done with them in a military way. We have
the advantage of possessing no. obsolete arras* Ancietxt arms
tempt men to think m categories of antiquated warfare,